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cas L find) in all the new Teſtament; and in 
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each ol them! it ſignifies i in 1 the ſenſe abr. 


mentioned. RET oh i Fin SEN 
The Ie Na te che name to chal ads - 
of reproach among men, and do uſually abufe 
the wang Chriſtian, to 8 a: fool. Ban 
Not. on Rom. Pet. 5 . 
But if, as che Apoſtle Taal «The Pre: 
in of Chriſt, is to che work fook 
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A man rmiſt die W d ire; he <a; 


- empty, that would: be full; he muſt be loft, 
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that would- 


e found; ne mut have n. 


BZ wouldhaveallthings; hemult be blind, that 


{have illumination; he muft be con- 
demned, that would have redemption; ſo he” 
muſt be a fool, chat would be a Chriſtian: 
k any among you feem t0 be wife, let Run 


become a we | dag oy" be Har oh 
'Y Hor: iii. in Tye tees 1 e 


Tha dent N no Avignon Te yer it is 
pity, the N thould not be devided Wye? 
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only almo 
1 This! is God's Tat to effect it; hut ĩt is our 
© oa duty t to perſuade toit; andO that God would 
help me to manage this ſub Yet fo, that you - 
I» perſuadeſt me 
= (3 almoſt) but e to — A Chriſtian, 
A | 9 F * de 8 
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but altogether Chriſtians. 


may ſay in the concluſion, 


The ohſervation that 1 
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5 : 7 dle, 1 18. this. . N a 
Doctrine. There are 


h iſtians: : Many that re near heaven, and 


pet are never the nearer; many that are with- 
6: 2 like of e and Jet hall never Mr: 6 
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. „ Sen 18 concernin 3 15 PE. IS the 


er is concerning the ſeemingly righteous. 
It is ſaid of the truly righteous, he ſhall 


5 Fire be ſaved, 1 Pet. iv. 18. and it is ſaid' 
of the ſeemingly righteous, he ſhall be almoſt, _ 


ſaved.” Thou art not. far from. the kingdom 


X Aden Mark xii. 24. L 
| * e be ſaved y with a beg 
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© Thoygh i it-is ot lietle ae to ee them 

©  - as they are linked in the 5 unleſs 1 could | 
1 divide them as they are united in your hearts, 
this would be a bleſſed divifion, i Ph 

=... might be taken from the Chriſtian; that ſo 
you may not be only en oligo but en pollo, 


the Almoſt 


EE here axe very many in the 
ST world,” that are almoſt, and yet. bon almoſt * 
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= on u Profaſir tried and cat. 23 
= Pre” is, through much difficulty; he "MF 89, © "ol 
1 to heaven through many ſad 2 of hell. Af 
The hypocrite ſhall be ſaved with an almoſt, hs 
dat is, he ſhall go to hell through many fair Y 
hopes of heaven. ad vix ii, fit; 5 * 18 
fere, non „ 4 af Fg 4 5 _ 
There are two things nels fign hence, 3 
very ſerious meditation. The one is, how oft 
a. believer: may miſcarry, how low her may fall, 
and yet have true grace, The other is, hom | 
far an hypocrite may go in the way to heaven, 
how high, he, TOY: attain „ and be have %% 
grace. * 1 
The ſaint may bb Kalt Jak very near to 1 
| hell, and yet ſhall never come there; and the 
hypocrite may be lifted up very near to 
heaven, and yet never come there. 
The faint may almoſt periſh, and” 2D * . 
ſaved eternally ; the hypocrite may almoſt be 
| ſaved, and yet periſh finally. For the ſaint at 
woyrſt is really a believer ; and the e Te 
at beſt, is really a ſinne. 5 
Before I handle che e 1 muſt þ 
miſe three things, which are of great uſe 
the eſtabliching of weak believers, that wal 3 
may not be ſhaken, and Ane by this 3 5 
doctrine. „ 
_ mul There is coching:; in wha Welti chae' 
ſhould be matter of ſtuabling, or diſcourage- 5 
ment to weak Chriſtians. 2 
The goſpel doth not ſpeak as things to 9 
aka behevers, but 0. awaken Inners, and 
formal Fes. . ; Rent. 
1 . | 1 | | 6 * 


| n is none more 8 han 1 
= | believers, to apply the promiſes and e ee 
FF ofthe goſpel to ee for whom they are 
1 5 I! ly deſigned: So there are none more 
ady than they,. to apply y the- threats and 
85 i vereſt things of the world to RT for 
= whom they Were never intended. 
1 . when Chriſt « fd chen 
e One of you ſhall betray. me,” Matth. xxvi.- ; 
10586. they that were innocent, ſuſ ectedl them- 
N 5 ; FO it A L and therefore Cry. Out, N af 5 is 
"I * W Chriſtians, wen Sp ft 7 
reproved, or the hypocrite laid open in * 
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1 15 is the 3 fable, to fit under 5 * 

1 nit and diſcoveries of the word, and yet not 
d mind them. 

Aid it is the oak Cheiftian's Nad hs! 
fad concluſions of their own ſtate from Pre- 
p . Which nothing concern them. MY 
|  - _ Thete is indeed great uſe of ſuch doArine, 5 

2s this is, to all believers. 

..̃ .) To make them look to Their ſtanding, 
S upon what bottom they are, and to ſee that the 
* foundation of their hope be well laid, that 
8 they build not upon the lien, bur upon a rock 4 

1 Matth. vil. 24. 26. 5 

rep to i our ETC IRONY? the- 
= diſtinguiſhing love of Od, in bringing us in- 

- to the way Send, when ©. many periſh” 
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ſouls: into a true conver 
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= heart ſearching, that ſo we approve £ ourſelves. 
to God in fincerity, 1 Cor. xiii. 85. 


not to make ſad the fouls of thoſe whom Chriſt 
will not have made ſad; I would bring water 
not to quench the flax that is ſmoking, fatth.., 


the ſinners own kindling; left walking all his 


ner's confidence, not to weaken . the hand f 


Vwak en and bring in ſecure formal Minen not 
to diſcourage weak believers. _ FFAs 


= many 9 152 far) in che wa 
Y heavens, and you an wort; . Gl er 
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4.) It engages the ſoul in Jouble gili-. 
9 that it may be found not only believ- ; 


ing, bur perſevering in faith to the end. 


Theſe duties (and ſuch as theſe are) make „ 
this doctrine of uſe to all believers, but they 
ought not to make uſe of it-as a ſtumbling 1 
block i in the way of their peace and comfort. 

My deſign in preaching: on this ſubject, 1 is. 
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x11. 20. but to Put out that falſe fire that is Ub. 


days by the light thereof, he ſhall, av-laſk lie 1 
down 1 at ſorrow; Iſa. 1 * 1 5 > 5 2 11 
My aim is to level the mountain of the . 


the believer's faith and dependance; to a- 


Secondly, 1 would premiſe chis: 
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Job. 


0 fome x tay as” very math Þ in a way Fs "0 
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xvii, 9. 
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3 * 1 Chri ian di ie N 
0 y, N 1 ſhall how hereafter) c e | 
_ - miſcarry; yet that ſou] that doth duty wh | 
the leaſt Hincerity; ſhall never miſcarry: For 
be ſaveth the upright in heart, Pfal. vii. 10. 
The leaſt meaſure of true grace is as ſaving 
Zs the greateſt: It ſaves as urely, though not 

io comfortably. . The leaft grace gives a full 
_ {intereſt in the blood of Chriſt, whereby we are 


throughly purged ; and it gives a full intereſt 
in the ſtrength Lad power of Chriſt, , whereby 5 


we hall de certainly preſerved. = © 
Chriſt keeps faith in the ſoul, and faith keeps -”. MM * 


Dn the ul” in Chriſt; and ſo We are kept by WM ' 
the power of God, through! TRY unts.: Ilya ; 
ae a A belegt on r 4 1 

: Voß their condition. | | 


You will ſaſpe& that man to de next door i 
to a bankrupt, that never caſts up his mop , 
nor looks over his books: And J as verily 
think that man an hypocrite, that never fear- = = 
ches nor deals with his on herr. 
"He that goes on in a road . of duties ithour 


5 any rub or doubting of his ſtate, 1 doubt no = 
man: ewe than his. - mn 2 
When we ſee a man fick, and yet not ſenſi- 22 
ble, we Spnichitle, the token of death are upon f 5 
him. . 25 7 
So when finners der no Ralf of the ſpiti- ; 1 
tual condition, it is plain that they are dead in ; 
fin, the gs of eternal 45205 are "pn them. 
Theſe 
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you would Car Ty + along 1 in Your mind while we 


* trayel through this ſuby ject) I come to ſpeak to 

Er the propoſition more iltinetiy and cloſely. | 

0 Doct. That there are very many in the 

* world that are almoſt, and ver but almoft 

* Chriſtians. 8 „ 
1 I call demonſtrate Nie d of the) propoſi- 1 
bs BB tio and then. proceed to 4 TOE” diſtinct waſh 

F; | ſection, | 


* 

1 5 Firſt, * mall e the truth of the 
2= © propoſition, and I ſhall do it by Scripture evi- 
s WM dence, which ſpeaks plainly and fully to the 
y - 
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* nent roof of this truth, in Matth. xix. 16 to 
t 23. there you read of one that came to Chriſt, 
s ds learn of hum ae way to heav 
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, "i ih be fl Is > Profe or iried id 0%. "Is 
| 2 = beſe things being premiſed (which I deſite | 


EV The young man in the goſpe # is an em- 


R maſter, what all Tdo, m 
5 have eternal live? ba Lord Cheri tells him: 
1 If thou wilt enter into life, Keep the com- 
"I mandments; and when Chriſt tells him 
7 Which; he anſwers, Lord, all theſe have I 
- KH - kept from my youth vp. what lack 1 FOOT: 

. ver. 17, 20. 

. No do but ſee how far 15 man went. 

) 1. He obeyed.) He did not only heat Pf 
* cc of God, but he kept them: Now 

bo the Scripture faith, bleſſed i is he that hears the 
Word o God, and keeps i it, Luke xi. 1&8 > 
„ obe eyed univerſally,) Not this, or 
= that command, but both this, and that: He 
3 did not ot half it wits Cod, or pick and chooſe. 
5 85 W which 
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3 PEN were eaſieſt to be done; and leave the 
= 8 Teſt: No, but be obeys all, All oo! le have 1 
1 kept. 98 | 
F obeyed Gin Not i in a fit of - 
zeal only, but in a continual ſeries of duty: A 
His neſs was Tetra Ephraim's Hoſea i 
Vi. 4.) like the morning dew that paſſeth away, ® 
A no, gy theſe things have 1 kept, from. my 4 
ge © ke profelfech bi his Jefire to know. 40 d 3 
more, to perfect that which was lacking of his 
obedience: And therefore he goes to Chriſt 
| to inſtruct him in his duty; Maſter, what lac 
AH 4 yet? Now would you not think this a goc 
wan; 5 Mo Matias He?” 2 
And pet a far as he went, he went got far : 
le was. almoſt, and Net. Porno 
ian, E e ſou pd by 


e 
how far 


they.go in a e on of Chriſt, FA 
1. They are called virgins. Now this j is a 
name given in the Scripture, both in the Old 
| _ and New Teſtament, to the ſaints of Chriſt, 
= Far alv.1i. 1 Cor.! xi. 2, 3. The virgins 
= love thee, Cant. i. 3. So Rev. xiv. 4. the one 
phbundred and forty four thouſand, . that ſtood 
5 1 the Lamb. on. | mount Sion, are called 
| | | N n 
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1 e i: hey are called virgins, becauſe they | 
re not defiled with the corruptions that are 
nm the world through luſt, 1 Pet. 1. 4. 
Þ Matth. xxv. 1. 5 5 
Now theſe here ſeem to be of chat fort, for 
they are called virgins. | 
2. They take their lamps. T hat i is, they 
made a profeſſion of Chriſt. 
3. They. had ſome kind of I in their 
lamps, as appears ver. 8. They had ſome 
convictions, and ſome Glick (though not the 
faith of God's elect) to keep their profeſſion 
alive, to keep the lamp burning. Hi non | 
ſunt ualeſcunque anima ſed tales qui habent 
= - catholi icam fidem, & habere videntur bona 
= opera in Hebeln Dei, Aug, de ſer. Hecht 
| = Ser. 143. | 
8 They" went. 1 Beit profeſſion was. not 
an idle profeſſion, they did perform duties, 
frequent ordinances, and do many things com- 
manded ; they made a progreſs, They went. 
175 They went forth. They went, and out 
went, they elt many denn them; this ſpeaks 
out their ſeparation from the world. 3 
6. They went with the wiſe virgins. They | 
Joined themfelves. to thoſe who had Joined 
themſelves to the Lord, and were the compani- 
ons of them tliat were the companions of Chriſt. 
7 They go forth to meet the bridegroom. 
Cant. i. 7. This ſpeaks out their owning and 
he n 
8. When they heard the of the Bride. 
0m e they 7 A trimmed thei. 
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0 Bot ue ſay the pine oF TACE, ate 
aud ſo, they are, if try irn 
us Kaſonable. __ 
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= It was 4 deſire of true grace, vb it was hot 


J. true deſire of grace; it was not true becauſe - 
not timely unſound, as $ being, unſcaſonable ; * 
V too late, verſe 8. 


Their folly was in not taking oil, when 


race was, when they came to Chriſt, it Was 


5 "too late to feek it when Chriſt came to them. 
bey would have ſought for that when they 
$ 4 took up their. profeſſion; it was too late W 


ſeek it at the comin gof the Bridegroom. 


"And therefore they \ were ſhut out, verſe 10 ; Hh 


Wa though they! ery 1 for entrance, Lord, I. 
open to Us, ver. If. Yet the Lord Chuilt tells | 
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Tou ſee how far theſe yirgins go in a pro- 


. ſeſſion g of Jeſus Chriſt, and how long. they Son- 


tinue in it, even till the brideg groom came; 
; they go to.the very doors of heaven, and there 


(ke e the Sodomites) Rb with Fear | Fate 


. the very, threſholc s.of glory. 


They were almoſt Chriſtians, and t 
almoſt : Almoſt ſaved, and Vet. Fe 1 


You. that are profeſſors” 1 che 
en ſtand 489. THY able: If t 
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: 11 they that a e that hav 1 Chit | 


8 ; that bane ſome faith in their profeſſion, (ſuch | 


as it is) that have ſome fruit in their faith, that 
out- ſtrip others, that ſeek. Chriſt, that im- 
prove their profeſſion, and fuit themſelves to 
their profeſſion ;. nay, that ſeek grace, if ſuch 
| as theſe. be but a almoſt | rillians, Lord, what 
then. are We? f 

If theſe two Witneſſes be nat ſaffcient | to 
prove the truth, and confirm the credit of the 
-/ Propoſition, take a third, and that ſhall be 
from the Old Teſtament, Th. lviit.-2. See 


| garacte for a choice e one 
* would hink.. IEF 


hey ſeek aedally; they delight.ro.know 
1 my Ways, as à nation did righteouſneſs, 
and forſook i not the orden, ances of their God, 
they aſk of me the — of juſtice 
They take delight in approaching * 
28 Ser how far theſe went: If God had not 
aid they were rotten and unſound, we ſhould. 
9 have taken them for the he goats before the 
1 we Be 8. and xa Lide de e 
f > e *. 21 1 \ : 
br 5 30d. Now this is eee 8 
per e e, a true ſaint, to fork. 8 
True lalnts are called ſeekers; of God: This 


| = the gengration of them chat ſeek bim, that 
2 Wt thy FOO 8 n A! * Gas pf 
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Eo What God ſaith of that people: He gives Heu * 


I here 4 gevefation en 45 ee 


God: and are not thefe the faints of God — 
Nay, Farther: 


2. They ſeek bim Ah Hes Seel | 


acked- with continuance, day by ey < Tha 


is, every day, from day to day. They 1 
9 and girds, nor in a time of 


trouble affliction only, as many do. 


Lord, in trouble have they viſited thee, 


they a out a prayer when thy chaſtning 


was upon them, Ifa. xxvi. 16. 


4 till then: When God podureth out his afflicti- 
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This is fe: 


ons, chen they pour out their ſupplications. 
dens devotion; when the ſtorms © 


- have brought them to their wits end, then 
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they cry to the Lord in their trouble, Pſal. 


ei. 27, 28. John i. 5. Many never cry to 
© «God, till the | 
noeber come to God wor” ws 4d ſo long as mey 
dan help themſelves. | 


are at their wits end: They 


But now theſe here whom God ſpeaks of, 


2 | are more zealous in their devotion; the o- 


make a virtue of — but theſe 


| | $ ſeem to make conſcience of . 8 for, faith 


they feek- me daily 


"but now chis people call — 14 God 1 
134 tant daily; cer 
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any when 
God viſits them, then they viſit mm, but not 


= . Surely this 1 18 (ove would ehink) a note of 
= 2 eh of the hypocrite, Will ho owns: 5 
1 <4 upon God? Job xxvif. 10. , Surely no? 
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. Saith God, They delight to know my 


a at, Suze. his frees them from hes: N n : : 
Cĩon oth hypociiſy; for, Job xxi. 14. «They 


ſay unto God, depart from us, e deſir el 10t 
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4. They as a nation that eee 
Nor only as a nation that ſpake righiteouſneſs, 
or knew righteouſneſs, or profeſſed righteoul- 
"neſs; but as a nation that did'righteouſnefs, _ 
chat praftiſed . but YT, was — — 5 


E Th 


pſt 5 They gage the b not x RFA leber | 
God, They ſeem true to their principles, con- 
ſtant to their profeſſion, better than many 
among. us, that caſt off duties, and forſakethe 


- ordinances of God; but theſe hold out in the 
e Who They forlpok. no the « ee 7 
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Wrong, - but 
the law and will of God ; and therefore in all 
their dealings — men, they deſire to be 
guided and counſelled by God. Aan ages 
me the. ordinances of . wb 

7. They take delight in contacting 0 
God. Sure this cannot be the guize'of an 


1 will he delight himſelf in the Al- 


mighty? aich Job Chez 
WI 11 not. EET | 

Though God; is the chief delight of a, man, 
ing in * to render him 
lovelx 
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+ ely ow was ſaid of Titus Veſpaſian, Delicia 
= generis ; NI the hypocrite will not 
light in God. Hypoerita neque Deum 
Ss neque divina habet in delicus. Ro 11 
„ ER the affections are made ſpiritual, . 
ne affeckion to things that are ſpiritual. 
 _ God is a'fpiritial good, and therefore hypo- 
cerites cannor delight in God. Byt theſe are 
_ people that delight in approaching to God. 
8. They were a people that were much in 
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- tumbled; if in the midſt ol allmy ſervices. can 
riaintain' a ſenſe of my unworthineſs } if Cuſbi 
he che ſon of 'Gedaliah, then have 1 ſeen and 
Had communion with God: in duty, al my 
petforp ances are from a renewed conſcience. ä 
44 k what that is to Which the heart 
dock ſecretiy render the Pg. of a duty, and 
har is the principle of the duty: In. Hab. i. 
16. Te reatof Wm that ſacrifice to theit net, 
1 burn incenſe to their drag: Where the 
ry of an action is rendered to a man's 1 | 
rinciple' of that action is ſelf, all rivers 
11 into the 2 Eccleſ. i. 7. that is an arg Þ# 
ment they came from the ſea; ſo when all a 
ma's Caries terminate in . then is ſelf the 
principle of all. 8 
Now all the n man- 5 { dpties. run into 4 
bimſelf; he was never by a u work of 
e truly caſt out of himſelf, and brought to 
"himſelf; and therefore he can riſe no 
bier than himſelf i n cd 5 doth; he was ne- 
ver brought to be p ſpirit, and ſo to live 
upon another; to b carrie out 2 I e 
. Fefus Chriſt. 5 ny e 
But the believer etl Þ the 805 
= to "God... 225 v. f. 
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eh the Apoſtle ; but to whom doth he a- 


ſeribe the glory of this? to ſelf? No, yet. not 
1, faith. he, 1 the grace ot God which was 


with me. 1. Cor. xv. 10. Whenever the grace 
of Chriſt is wrought in the heart as a principle 


of duty, you ſhall find the foul when it is moſt 
carried out with a yet 
it: E live, yet not I; Tlaboured more abun-. 
 dantly than they all, yet not I. Gal. ii. 20. Self 


not I, in the mouth of 


is declaimed, and Chriſt moſt advanced, when 


it is from grace that the heart is quickened $ v4 
tlie twenty-four Angels caſt their crowns at 
Chriſt's feet. Rev. iv. 2 1 


There are two thin hard, one is tw. 
take the ſhame of our fi ins to ourſelves ; the o- 
ther is to give the glory 5 ſervices to 
Chriſt. | 5 
"Now then; if 1 ficritice to nv ot net if I ; 


aim at my own credit or profit, and give the 


lory of all 1 do to ſelf, then do I ſow to che 
ſh, Gal. vi, $. and was never yet caſt out of 


if 1 give the glory of all my ſtrength and life 
in duty only to God, if I magnify grace in all, 
and can truly ſay in all I do, yet not I, then, 


am I truly caſt out of felf, and do What! d 
with 2 renewed conſcience. i 


6. Though a natural conſcience may. A 
a man much upon ſervice, yet it never preſſeth 


to the attainment of holineſs; ſo that he car- 


rieth an unſanctified heart under all. How 
8 Was Judas — and * not one 
* N -dram 1 


Ene and che more 


No * if 1 am much in a life 


8 5 3 ab "WF. 5 : Pg 


136 lumeſt Qrifian difervered; * 


Wen bf that, grace he had got: : T he fooliſh 
virgins (you know) took their lamps, but 


took ho oil in their veſſels ; / Matth. xxv. * 
than after ſanctification. But now. when a 
duty, 


that is, they looked more after 


renewed conſcience. putteth a man u 
it is ſucceeded with the growth of holineſs'pas 
grace helpeth to the doing of duty; ſo duty 

xeIpeth to the growing of grace: A belkever 
-kis being much in duties. i of” rue Af 21 
＋ duties, 
t a ſtranger to a life of holineſs; if I 
yet have not a 


and 
maintain a high profeſſion, and 
true work of fanQifications if (dike children 


in the rickets] 1 grow big in the head, but 


weak in the feet, then have I gifts, and pants, 


vic have I but a natural conſcience. 
oh the other hand, it the holineſs of my con- 


verſation carrieth a proportion to my profeſſion; 


if am not a hearer of the word only, but a 


dqcer of it; if grace groweth in ſeaſons of duty, 
then do I act in the things of God from a re- 


newed conſcience. 

7. And laſtly, if a e ne 4 

the ſpring of duty, why? then runs this ſpring 

faltelt at firſt, and fo Wen and at laſt dri- 


eth up: But if a renewed conſcience, 2 ſancti- 


fed heart be the ſpring of duty, then chis 
ring will never dry up, it will run always 
from firſt to laſt, and quicker at the laſt than 


os 7 1 [ know 0 _ _ he laſt, to >be | 
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no grace; and though I am much . 5 
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ore 41 uche fiſt; Rev. ii. 1 „ 
ous ſhall hold on his way, 120 he that hath 


clean hands ſhall be fironiger: and Rronger” 

; Job xVil. 9. | 
But you will r Why doth that man abate 

5 and. 9 55 

from a natural co nſcience, more than he chat 


iſh. in his duties, that doth them 


doth them from a renewed conſcience 2 
The reaſon is, becauſe” they grow upon a 


faitable root, a decaying root, and that is na- 


ture; nature is a failing root, and ſo are all its 


3 fruits fading; but the duties done by a rene w· 


ed conſcience, are fruits that 


upon a 
laſting root, and chat is, Chriſt: Gifts have their 
root in nature, but grace hath its root in Chrut; 
and therefore grace ſhall outlive the greaeſt giſts 
and parts, becauſe there is life in the root of 
one, and not in the root of the other: Gifts 


and graces differ like the leather of your ſhoe, 

and the ſkin of your feet: Take a pair of 
ſhoes, that have the thickeſt ſoles, and if you 
much in them, the leather weareth out; 


and in a little time a man's foot cometh to the , 
ground: But now a man that goeth bare-foot 

all his days, the ſkin of his feet doth not wear 
out; why ſhould not the ſole of his foot ſoon- 
er wear out, than the ſole of his ſhoe; for the 
leather is much thicker than the ſkin ? The 
_ reaſon is, becauſe there is life in the one, and 
not in the other; there is life in the ſkin of the 

foot, and therefore that holdeth out, and grow-. - 
eth thicker and thicker, harder and harder: 
But there 1 is no life in the ſole of his ſhoe, and 


M Sn therefore 
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| hints 8 ons out, Wen rſs ner 


— 
4, 


= 3 Is. Now hen, Af 1:4 wo 


E ay. and abate, and grow 
5 - weary o Aa profeſſion, | and fall away at alt: 
= HS begin in the ſpirit and end in 2 fieſh, 
=: 7 "Was alt 1 did from a natural conſcienee'; 
& but ö e grow and hold out, if I perſevere to 

: 7” A ad i, md my laſt works to be 
4 , th 1 60 168 from: * renew 


hp "Bud 7 HOVE in "ſeven ings» ale 18 ie . 


l +: E Nang be Upon duties; then what, I 
=. - 4 ifference is there between this natural A 
Woienceè in hyphocrites and ſinners, 489. 8 

| 1 Cnſeiende i in believers? N 

| And that is che firſt anſwer to che Main que- 

| T9, viz.” Whence is it that many men go ſo 


"if he” as that they come to be almoſt Chriſtians? 
1 It is to anſwer the call of conſcience. 
3 - "Secondly, It is from the power of the 1 A 


not work effectually upon all, et it hath a 


form them though not to renew them. > 

* Ty hath vim diſcriminationis, A diſcern- 
ing diſcovering Power. Heb. iv. 12. The, 
Word of God is quick, and powerful, ſharper 
than any two-edged ſword, piercing to the di- 
vicdling aſunder of foul and ſpirit, and of the 
joints and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart.“ This is the 
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under which they Rve: Though the word doth 


great power upon the hearts of inners to re- 
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1 a; . hath. vim | JUdAcativam, 2: judging 


ſoever ye ſhall loſe on earth, ſhall be looſed 
in heaven's So that by dringing a man's heart 
to the word, and trying it by that, he may 


o 10 44 1 eee trig and 
1 james i. 23. As che iht 


. diſcovers. the little motes, ſo the light of os 5 
word mining inte has diſcovers lle ft 
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0 Wer of a a "law; :, At. gives law to the Whole 


De binds conſcience; it is therefore fi frequent» _ 
Iy called the law in 1 unleſs. thy law. --- 
bd been my delight, S.  Plal, exis. 92, — 8 

e law and to the teftimony.. Iſa. viii. 29. 4 
This is. ſpoken of the whole word of. God, 


which 1 Is therefore called 4 law, becauſe of its 
binding power upon the conſcience... . 


Wer. John xii. 48. The word that I Rave 


ſpoken, the ſame mall judge him in the la 


Fen The ſentence that God will paſs upon 


finners hereafter, f 19 n other than what the word | 
e upon them here; the judgment WF of 7 


od, is not A. day wherein God will paſs any 


ney ſentence, but it is ſuch a day wherein God 
Will. make a ſolemn public ratification of the 
judgment paſſed by the miniſtry of the word 


upon ſouls; here; this I gather. clearly from 
Matth. xvill. 18, © Whatſoever ye mall bind 
on earth, ſhall be bound i in heaven, and what- 


quickly Fav what that ſentence is that God 


; 7 will paſs upon his ſoul at the laſt day; for as 


the judgment of the word is H ſuch will the 
2 Judgment of God be e | 1 in the laſt 
; day. 
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ke word hath yim  legiſfativam,. * 


chars ow this in =_ fs ls" 
plaſticam, & vitn aste 


It hath vin . 
A begetting and faying power; but 

put forth only upon ſome. But the other is 

more extenſive, and hath a great cauſality up- 

on a profeſſion of 8 * 1 ae _ 

thar have no Fs S. e 


heart ranſacked 108 2 his ont te 1 
bound and awed, his ſtate and ſinful condition 


£ judged a 0 lemned, may take up a reſo- 


lution of a new life, and-convent himſelf to a 
| great profeſſion of religion. 
3. A man may go far in this e pro- 
felnion, from affection of applauſe and credit, 


and to get a name in the world; as it is ſaid of 


the Phariſees, “They love to pray in the mar- 
ket- places, and in the corners of the ſtreets to 
by ſeen'of men.” Matth. vi. 85. 
Many are of Machiavel's principle, that the 
appearance of virtue is to be ſought; becauſe 
tho* the uſe of it is a en, yet the credit of 
it is a help. 
Jerom in has epiſtle to Jolian, calls woch, 
< Popularis in aure vilia mancipia,” the baſe 
bond flaves of common fame. Many a man 
doth that for credit, that he will not do for 
conſcience, and own religion more for the ſake 
of luſt; than for the ſake of Chriſt; thus ma- 
king God's ſtream to turn the devil's mill. 
Fourthly, It is from a deſire of ms * 
8 a "a 
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: there i is in all men a deſire of ſalv ation'; it is 


natural to every being, to love and ſeek its 
own preſervation ; . — Mew us any good? 
Pfſal iv. 6. This is the language NEE | 


| ſecking hap inei 10 itſelf. e | 
Many a man may be carried 0 far out in 
the deſires of ſalvation, ast sto 


obtain 1 Wit „ oy | 5 if 4 1 
2 did the young, a”. 5 ce 1 e 
good 5 ſhall E Edo chat 1 __ inherit 


r carry » matiſo far, a as'to 7 abit : 
W hriſtiann 1 bats 


be third — eee is 9 mY 
- Queſt. - Thirdly, Whence is it, that many 


are but almoſt Chriſtians, when they __ 


gone thus far? What is the cauſe of this? 
Anſ. I might multiphy anſwers to this — 
tion, but I ſhall inſtance-in 1 only, whack * 


L judge the moſt matetial. * 


+ Firſty It is for want of Acai Aae 4 con- 
viction ;-if a man be not throughly convincec 
of ſin, and his heart truly broken, whatever 


his profeſſion of godlineſs may be, yet he will. 3 


be ſure to miſcarry; every work of conviction 


is not a an, der there are convictions» 
r r 15 T's | e LEN Mat 
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rational, bar not from 
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2 wo ni of God 


and thror — Many ee e 
convictions, but not this ſpiritua | 
_ Query. N ow you will ay, "ſup | 


3 ther my conwictions be only from 2 natu- 
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. — 1 comviaion can 
bop 3 —— . BY — "i ay 


e nd, q 


light 


looks — nip as outward, and — 2 
not only to open ſins, but to ſeeret luſts, to 
13 ſins 3 and if ſo; this is 4 
ſure ſign of the work of the ſpirit, becauſe the 
trouble occaſioned by — bears 4 more 
immediate relation to the holineſs of God, 
who only is offended by them, they ing fue] 
os a elſe can fe or know.. 
1 | 1 cConvictions * only wi ith 1 
man s —— his ſtate and con- 
dition; with ſins actual, not to original: But 
ſpiritual conviction reaches to all fins, to ſins 
RO as Weill fins of life; to the lin of | 
r nature, as well-as the fins of practice; to 
2 — in us, as well as the fin that 
is dang: _ Us, — the ſpirit of the Lord 
N ork effeQually'in a ſoul, he hold- 
"finner's 4 
is eyes'to look into the 
glaſs, a ity and filthi- 
| neſathat's in his hearr and nature. F he Age: 
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he had Bot een 2 law, when 2s. 
kt of naturt diſcovers fin #- Tt is ſail of 
t les; — havingnot verry Dear: tho are 
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ſhows: us the blindneſs of the mind, the ſtub- 
bornneſs of the will, the diſorderlineſs of rhe 
affections, the ſcaredneſs of the conſcience, the 
oe of our hearts, and the ſin of our nature, 
and therein the deſperateneſs of our ſtacre. 
3. Natural convictions c ry the ſoul out 
to look more on the evil that come fin, 
than on the evil that is in fin. So 7 the foot 
under this conviction, is 1 more troubled at the 1 
dread. of Bell and wrath and dam , than 

at the vileneſs and hainous nature. of tis But 
now iricual convictions work the ſoul into a 
greater ſenſibleneſs of the evil that is in fin, 
than . evil chat comes by ſir; the diſo- 

nour done to God by walking contrary to his 
will; the wounds that are made in the heart 
of Chri- cane at the holy ſpirit of God 
this ds th . To gry g 4 
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. Heart to che duties done by bim. 7 
2. Thoſe duties that findacceptan 
God, muſt be done in fincerity. God 
not take our duties by tale, no j A doe 
Y -cording tothe eat ncy of our ke | 
but according to the ſincerity o 5 
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alive F 


die . Wen the word of the 


POW! | 
Goa? ſet it home effectually upon Ps con- 
Fence, that is meant by the * of the 
Command ment; then fin revived, and 1 died; 


that is, I ſaw the deſperateneſs of m 7 caſe, and 
the filthineſs of all my ſelf-righteouſneſs, Then 


ceaſed, and my confidence failed, 
org I thought myſelf alive, and my 
* {o: when God had awakened con- 


my hop 
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and powerful, and myſelf dead and m 
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 Grther inthe profeſſion of religion, than to de 
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| To; what it d before, “ When the command- 
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upon his ſoul, when the ſpirit of 


ſcience by the word, then I . my fin alive 
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if he cannot Kee] finners in their re- 
 faneneſs, then he labours to perfuade them to 
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